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What is AgriTech?
AgriTech can be broadly defined as 
the enabling sector which supports 
agriculture and the food chain in tackling 
global challenges including hunger and 
malnutrition, resource depletion, disease 
resistance, climate change resilience, 
health and wellbeing.

We need to grow between 60-100% more 
food per annum by 2050 to meet the 
increase in population (+36%) and changes 
in diets as people rise out of poverty.

This is against a backdrop of climate 
change and losing land to urbanisation and 
environmental degradation. The only way 
to deliver the food needed without harming 
the planet will be through more efficient 
production and supply chains, a key focus 
of the AgriTech sector, which is seen by the 
government as being central to the UK’s 
future knowledge-led growth.

Growing the sector 

The UK is a recognised world 
leader in agricultural research. 

However, the application of 
this knowledge into industry, 
including product and  
process development on a 
commercial scale, has been 
much more limited. 

 
 
Our research (undertaken 
by Collison and Associates) 
confirms, through a detailed 
sector analysis and in-depth 
interviews, that there is a 
recognised need for investment 
in and space for companies 
developing and testing 
advancements in agriculture 
and food commercially; what 
is known as ‘near to market 
commercialisation’. 

 
 
These activities focus on 
market development, product 
development and process 
development, drawing upon the 
unrivalled research undertaken 
and technical know-how in the 
area. It requires open innovation 
between wide ranging sectors, 
such as ICT and data, plant 
science, biomedical and life 
sciences, food and nutrition, 
manufacturing, chemical 
engineering, food and 
drink processing, resource 
management, soil science,  
and climatology. 

AgriTech

Global challenges around food supply 

Energy 
 

45% increase  
in demand  

by 2030 (IEA)

Food
• 50% increase in  

demand by 2030 
(FAO)

• Health and nutrition

• Food security 

Resource 
depletion

• 30% increase in 
demand for water by 
2030 (IFPRI)

• Soil erosion and 
degradation

• Deforestation 

Climate change
• Greater weather extremes 

and unpredictability

• Rising temperatures 
changing growing 
conditions

• Disproportionality 
affecting poor countries

Global  
geo-politics
• Greater instability 

of supply chains

• Greater threat from 
terrorism

We have already attracted significant interest from potential occupiers, and this before  
any marketing of the site. This interest ranges from those requiring small incubator units 
to mid-size laboratories, to national and international corporations seeking to benefit from 
proximity to Cambridge. 


