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Summary of benefits

Social
• Significant green infrastructure 

including public access to over 40 
hectares of open space, facilities 
on site and a network of foot and 
cycleways to encourage healthy 
lifestyles

• Significant investment in local 
infrastructure (highways and utilities)

• Enhanced access across A505 and to 
Whittlesford Parkway from Hinxton, 
Sawston and Pampisford by non car 
modes

• Promoting more sustainable transport 
choices - accessibility to jobs by public 
transport, walking and cycling

• Fulfil a need for investment in and 
space for companies developing and 
testing new commercial technologies 
to benefit farmers and food chain 
companies

• Potential for local farmers to benefit 
from long leases on their land for crop 
trials and safeguarding the local area 
for agriculture.

Environmental
• Assist in securing UK’s long term role 

in achieving the global challenge of 
meeting the growing demand for food 
in a sustainable manner

• Sustainability at the heart of the 
development at a site wide, on plot 
and individual building basis

• Enhancements to historic parkland

• Significant archaeological investigation 
works over 90 ha of land that would 
otherwise lay undiscovered

• Ecological enhancements to improve 
biodiversity

• Long term stewardship / tenancies 
of agricultural land contributing to 
improved soil quality

• Assist in reducing existing surface 
water runoff / flooding.

Economic
• Around 200 jobs per year during 

construction

• Direct creation of up to 4,000 new jobs 
on site once fully operational (assumed 
2030)

• On site and wider job creation 
estimated to increase regional GVA by 
around £277m per annum by 2030

• New inward investment into the UK 
and the region encouraging growth in 
the UKs science and technology based 
industries

• Significant potential for export of new 
technologies

• Reduced need for imports resulting 
from increases in productivity of UK 
agriculture from implementation of 
new technologies developed.

*SUBJECT TO OUTLINE 

PLANNING APPROVAL

Nov 2015 

LOCAL 
STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 
BEGINS – PARISH/
LOCAL COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 
MEETING

2013 

UK  
STRATEGY FOR 
AGRICULTURAL 
TECHNOLOGIES 
PUBLISHED

Early 2016 

TRANSPORT 
WORKSHOPS

June 2016 

FIRST  
PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION

Jan 2017 

ENGAGEMENT 
WITH PARISHES 
AND RESIDENTS

Feb 2017 

EIA SCOPING 
REPORT 
SUBMITTED 
TO SOUTH 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
DISTRICT COUNCIL

May 2017

PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION 
PRESENTING 
PROPOSALS

Later in 2017

SUBMIT OUTLINE 
PLANNING 
APPLICATION 
TO SOUTH 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
DISTRICT COUNCIL

2018/19

DETAILED 
PLANNING 
APPLICATION(S) 
FOR ‘RESERVED 
MATTERS’*

2019/2020

ANTICIPATED 
BUILDING 
COMMENCES*

2022

ANTICIPATED 
FIRST  
OCCUPANTS

2030
ANTICIPATED  
FULL OCCUPANCY

Feedback is important to us, and can feed into  
our proposals, so please fill in a questionnaire.  

 
Also available at: 

www.smithsonhill.co.uk

Please provide comments by Monday 5th June 2017

Via email to:

hello@smithsonhill.co.uk

or by post to:

Feedback, SmithsonHill, Solopark House, Station Road,

Pampisford, Cambridge, CB22 3HB

“We must translate research into practice”

Calum Murray, Innovate UK

What Happens Next? 


