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The key features of the proposals in respect to sustainability, protecting and 
enhancing the environment and delivering quality design, are summarised below:

Energy and sustainability / sustainable 
building design
•  Securing high standards of energy and water efficiency 

(maximising opportunities for re-use of water within the 
development)

•  Site wide green and blue infrastructure bringing together 
energy, water, biodiversity, landscape, design quality and 
connectivity

•  Seek to achieve BREEAM Excellent on all buildings 

•  Fabric first approach to buildings, minimising energy 
consumption throughout

•  Use of solar photovoltaic (PV) and solar thermal energy to 
contribute towards achieving low carbon generation

•  40% of car parking spaces to include electric vehicle charging 
points (potential for solar charging) future proofing for increased 
demand

•  1 cycle parking space per employee (potential provision for 
electric bikes)

•  Adoption of green leases, requiring individual building occupiers 
/ owners to operate within a defined sustainability framework 
based around the above.

Protecting and enhancing landscape 
quality and visual amenity 
• Significant net increase in trees and hedgerows

•  Provision of earth mounds with native woodland planting to 
provide a strong landscape edge

•  All planting to be locally native species or species that reflect 
the existing parkland and historic character of Hinxton Grange.

Loss of agricultural land
•  Loss of approximately 45 hectares of agricultural land, 

representing less than 0.08% of the land dedicated to farming in 
the district 

•  Compensated for by even a very minor increase in agricultural 
production as a result of the new technologies developed at the site.

Heritage
•  Design, layout and scale of new buildings to respect the setting 

of the known historic significance of Hinxton Grange

•  Enhancement of historic parkland with re-planting of semi-
mature trees to reflect historic maps

•  Ongoing constructive consultation with County Archaeologist

•  Archaeological surveys undertaken to provide an invaluable 
understanding of previous historic use of site - as with much 
of Cambridge area early land use dates from prehistoric times 
(bronze and iron age)

•  Further archaeological investigation would be carried out prior 
to commencement of any development.

Promoting countryside management and 
access
•  Agricultural landscape transformed into a high quality parkland 

setting with access to everyone

•  Better access across A505 and into Whittlesford Station

• Active management of site including new landscaped areas.

Enhancing biodiversity
•  Protection of existing and creation of new habitats suitable for 

amphibians, bats and birds including provision of new water 
bodies, bat and bird boxes

•  Tree and shrub landscape planting will comprise native species 
of UK origin to provide substantial new habitat for birds and new 
roosting and foraging habitat for bats

•  Lighting levels maintained to minimum necessary for health 
and safety and directed away from surrounding woodland / 
hedgerows through lighting design including around River Cam

•  New amenity grassland and potential for calcareous grassland 
areas.

Trees and woodland 
•  Removal and replacement of any trees identified as dead, dying 

or dangerous

• New native species woodland planting in key locations

•  New semi-mature trees and advanced nursery stock throughout 
the site.

Environment and design

‘Globally around 1/3 of all food produced 
is lost or wasted’ (FAO, 2017)


