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SCALE

5.30 Buildings adjacent to the 
parkland and avenue are limited 
to two storeys. Furthermore, these 
zones exclude rooftop equipment 
and point features that otherwise 
would protrude above the existing 
tree line and create a complex 
roofscape. 

FORM AND 
APPEARANCE

5.31 The appearance of the 
buildings is critical to ensuring 
that they do not detract from 
Hinxton Grange’s primary visual 
axis. The choice of materials 
proposed in this area seeks to 
avoid glint or glare or finishes that 
would otherwise detract focus. Use 
of prevalent natural materials and 
simple forms will help assimilate 
the buildings in views and the 
landscape and colours should be 
muted and non reflective. 

LANDSCAPE

5.32 Site wide development 
density is low, particularly 
in parcels adjacent to the 
avenue and parkland. Such an 
arrangement allows for significant 
areas of on-plot and shared 
open space. The section shown 
above illustrates the extent of 
open space, combined with 
the orientation of and scale of 
commercial buildings adjacent to 
the avenue. The result is a highly 
permeable development edge and 
sense of openness experienced 
beneath and through the avenue 
of trees. 

5.33 Further consideration of the 
proposals with respect to heritage 
is set out within chapter 6 of the 
ES and section 6 of the planning 
statement.

Retention and ongoing 
management of avenue trees in 
good condition

Private green space reflecting 
semi-formal geometry of the 
central parkland and avenue

Open shared green space, reflecting semi-informal 
character of the internal parkland and comprising 
specimen parkland trees, grassland and wildflower 

meadows

Use of intensive 
green roofs 

Small scale, 2 storey 
buildings

Native planting used throughout 
and designed to further soften 

the built form

Restoration of avenue trees where 
there have been significant losses, 
particularly to the west of the avenue 
and adjacent the A1301

Figure 52: Illustrative section A-AA through tree lined avenue
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06 SUMMARY

6.1 This DAS has been produced 
in accordance with the relevant 
government and other guidance as 
required by the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990. It illustrates how 
the design of the park has developed 
and responds to the site constraints 
and operational requirements. The 
structures and building forms have 
been designed to meet the space 
requirements of likely occupiers  
within the AgriTech sector.

6.2 The park will create a  
dynamic and high quality commercial 
development that relates positively to 
its environment and wider context. The 
primary urban design objectives of the 
project aim to establish a distinctive 
and high quality development that is 
consistent with its strategic location in 
the heart of the south east cluster and 
surpasses contemporary business and 
technology parks in the region,  
UK and abroad. 

6.3 The proposals will create a 
working environment that champions 
the principles of sustainability, 
harnessing the intrinsic qualities and 
assets of the site. The park will act as a 
wider catalyst for growth of the  
AgriTech sector and demonstrate the  
 
 
 
 
 

social, economic and environmental 
value of efficient agricultural practice 
and good urban design. 

6.4 The proposals facilitate 
good accessibility to the site and, 
fundamentally, seek to deliver a 
premium technology park offering 
a comprehensive range of facilities, 
served by excellent transport and 
communication links and set within  
an enhanced landscape framework.

6.5 To create a strong landscape 
strategy, the following principles have 
been adhered to:

•   Retention of the majority of the good 
quality trees that form the avenue 
to Hinxton Grange and the parkland 
trees and woodland.

•   Significant net increase in the number 
of trees planted on the site.

•   Retention of the existing hedgerows 
along the A1301 and within the site.

•   Augmenting these hedgerows to 
provide new thicker hedgerows /
woodland including a large 
proportion of trees.

•   Removal of any trees identified in the 
arboricultural report as dead, dying 
or dangerous and replacement with 
semi mature trees of a similar species 
such as beech, walnut and yew. 
 
 

•   Enhancement of the historic parkland 
with planting of semi mature trees to 
reflect the historic maps. Species to 
include beech, walnut and yew.

•   Establishment of a native woodland 
of between 15 to 20m wide along the 
southern boundary of the parkland to 
connect the existing woodland blocks 
and provide containment and visual 
screening for the house and garden.  
A gap will be retained within the new 
woodland to allow pedestrian and 
cycle connectivity into the parkland 
from the development for  
recreational use.

•   Provision of new hedgerows up to 5m 
wide with hedgerow trees running 
east west and north south to separate 
and sub divide the agricultural 
land to the south of the proposed 
development, reflecting the existing 
landscape pattern

•   Provision of earth mounds up to 3.5m 
high with native woodland planting 
along the southern and western edges 
to provide a strong landscaped edge 
that will minimise visual impact from 
Hinxton conservation area, to the 
south west, and the A1301.

•   All use of locally prevalent native 
species or species that reflect the 
existing parkland and historic 
character of Hinxton Grange.

A Park for AgriTech - Hinxton
Design and Access Statement / Section 06



83Figure 53: Illustrative masterplan

A Park for AgriTech  - Hinxton
Design and Access Statement / Section 06

A Park for AgriTech  - Hinxton



84

London  
7 Heddon Street  London  W1B 4BD

Bournemouth 
Everdene House  Deansleigh Road  Bournemouth  BH7 7DU
 
Telephone 0203 664 6755
Email enquiries@torltd.co.uk
www.torltd.co.uk

© Terence O’Rourke Ltd 2017


