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Technical Appendix D part 7: Hinxton Grange  
 
 

Introduction  
 

1. The historic outline of the site and study area in the deskbased assessment in 
technical appendix D part 2 was supplemented by additional information on 
Hinxton Grange, including a map regression exercise and a site inspection, 
which took place on 6 June 2016.  Historic maps, diagrams identifying the 
components of the designed landscape and a number of photographs are 
reproduced in the attached figures 1 - 12. 

 
 

History of Hinxton Grange 
 

2. The rural landscape of the parishes to the south of Cambridge was substantially 
reorganised in the early 19th century as a result of formal parliamentary 
enclosure of Pampisford parish in 1801, Sawston in 1802, Duxford in 1823 and 
Hinxton in 1833.  In parallel with the establishment of the new layout of enclosed 
fields a number of new country houses and designed landscapes were created 
within the formerly agricultural land, away from the established villages that were 
focused on the river valleys.  The houses at Pampisford Hall and at Hinxton 
Grange are both examples of new high status houses established at previously 
unoccupied sites.  

 
3. The parliamentary enclosure of Hinxton parish in 1833 had led to the 

concentration of land holdings, and the creation of a new estate by Wedd 
William Nash, who held nearly two-thirds of the parish and became the 
dominant landowner.  As a reflection of this changed status he built the new 
country house at Hinxton Grange in 1835 on a site within the former open fields.  
The house is set on a slight elevation and at the start of the slope that rises 
towards the Roman road to the east.  The site chosen is distant from the village 
and is not visible from it; similarly, except for the spires of the church towers 
which are used as landmarks and viewcatchers, the villages along the river 
valley are not visible from the new site.  A map held by Cambridge Archives 
shows that the final location for the house shifted between the initial design and 
the estate as built1.  

 
4. The new country house at Hinxton Grange consisted of the formal house, with a 

separate stables and coach house, pleasure grounds to the principal west and 
south fronts, a range of service buildings to the rear of the house, and a walled 
garden with glasshouses, set within a small square parkland bounded by 
woodland belts.  It is at the end of a long approach drive through the open 
fields, which defined its status and allowed control of the boundaries.  This was 
reinforced by the gates and lodge on the road.  A separate planned farm at New 
Farm was set on a new access road and at some distance to the north of the 
house, allowing the appropriate separation.  The main east west aligned tracks 
that were the boundaries between the open fields, one of which to the north 
was also the parish boundary, were retained in the new field layout.  The 
woodland belts on the park boundaries were extended eastwards to a locally 
significant high point which was planted as Round Plantation.   

 

                                                
1 Cambridgeshire Archives ref 296/P18 estate map of Hinxton Grange.  
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Map regression 

 
5. The available historic maps have been examined to provide an account of the 

original layout of the estate and Hinxton Grange and to identify any subsequent 
changes.  

 
6. The OS old series 1 inch to a mile for the site is split between two editions 

published 20 years apart, in 1836 and 1856 (figure 1).  The southern part 
covering the location of the house and park is the earlier map and is based on 
the surveyors drawing from 17992.  This shows a layout of large open fields, 
marked as cultivated strips, with no woodland or divisions except for the roads 
to the north and south.  The northern part of the map, published in 1856, shows 
just the edge of the site and a building group marked as The New Farm.  

 
7. The first detailed map to show the layout of the estate is the 1886 OS first 

edition county series, produced at scales of 6” and 25” to a mile (figure 2).  This 
shows the very distinctive forms of the drive and the square of parkland set 
within the geometry created by the roads and the few boundaries retained from 
the pre-enclosure landscape, including the parish boundary to the north.  The 
few new field boundaries dividing the large fields laid out after enclosure 
continue the alignments of the central parkland square.  Thick woodland belts 
define the park boundaries to the north and east, and link to the new woodland 
planting extending up to Round Plantation.  The boundaries on the west and 
south sides are more open, allowing views across the park from the principal 
façades of the house. The map depicts the tree clumps and the parkland 
boundaries as mixed planting of evergreens and deciduous trees.  

 
8. The detail of the buildings is visible on the 25” map of the same date3. This 

shows the compact form of the house with a small courtyard to the rear formed 
by the coach house and other ancillary buildings.  The gardens close to the 
house are shown as lawns on the entrance front, with blocks of planting flanking 
the central axial view westwards and a more enclosed gareden on the south 
front.  There is a separate glasshouse or conservatory in the gardens between.  
The walled garden is at a distance beyond the boundary woodland and the 
track serving New Farm, and a kink in the drive between ensures there are no 
direct views from the house to this ancillary area and the farm access that 
continues north to New Farm.  There are several subdivisions within the walled 
gardens and a number of small buildings and glasshouses.  The separate 
multiple courtyards at New Farm are to the north outside the park, alongside a 
pair of cottages within the woodland belt.  

 
9. As originally laid out the parkland had a simple form with few components, and 

depended on the new woodland planting to establish boundaries and the 
hierarchy of the drive through agricultural fields, their very open form allowing 
views from a distance of the avenue trees, and the boundary woodland of the 
more enclosed parkland.  There was a clear transition between the straight 
avenue through the fields, and the changed character of the drive through the 
parkland which then curved to allow views of the front of the house to be briefly 
revealed at a distance and then concealed again until very close.  Planting close 
to the house on the west front focused the single long distance view to the 

                                                
2 This can be viewed at http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/index.html. 
3 These can be viewed at the National Library of Scotland website at maps.nls.uk 
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countryside beyond the boundaries to the west.  The farm buildings were 
located beyond the park boundaries so the house appeared isolated within its 
landscape.  

 
10. The estate is described in sales particulars produced for a sale by auction on 24 

June 18844 (figure 3). The estate included land across the two parishes of 
Hinxton and Great Chesterford, a total of just over 1,000 acres, and two main 
farms, Lordship Farm in Hinxton and New Farm.    

 
“[The] mansion or manor house … is built of white brick and slated, has a good 
elevation in the Italian style, and occupies a high and healthy situation about one 
mile from Whittlesford Station. … It is approached by a long shady carriage 
drive though an avenue of timber trees protected by an entrance lodge. … The 
outbuildings include a knife-house, wash-house, mangle room with force pump, 
wood shed, cinder house and two wc’s for servants.  The stabling is 
conveniently placed in an enclosed yard, and comprises two stables, each with 
two stalls, loose box and coach house with groom’s room and loft over, also 
laundry and harness room.  The pleasure grounds are well timbered and 
tastefully arranged, there is a good lawn and Italian garden etc, a productive 
walled kitchen garden fully stocked with choice fruit trees in full bearing, two 
vineries, orchard house, forcing house, lean-to fruit house and potting shed.  
The park (which is let with the lordship farm, subject to the landlord’s right to 
graze four head of stock, horses or cows) is belted and studded with timber 
trees and presents a pretty view from the house.  There are two modern 
cottages … suitable for keeper and gardener. ... [New Farm] comprises two 
tenements, ... six cattle yards, and open sheds and also loose boxes, chaff 
house. and two barns, cow house, root house and with numerous enclosures of 
sound arable and rich pasture land, covers an area of 972 acres”  

 
11. The OS map editions dated 1903 and 1924 show no change to this layout.  The 

1949 map (figure 4) records no structures relating to the wartime use of the 
house as an anti-aircraft battery or its reported use as an MI5 safe house.  The 
only changes evident are two additional cottages at New Farm, and an L-
shaped building in the field behind the lodge.  

 
12. Later editions of the map in the 1960s and 1970s show reduced detail.  There 

appears to have been some thinning of the tree clumps in the part of the park to 
the south of the avenue but little other change to the layout of the landscape.  
The lodge and the building immediately to the north are also shown as ruinous.  
The first map to show a significant reduction in the tree clumps in the parkland 
to the south of the drive is the 1981 edition.  This also shows a number of 
additional buildings attached to the coach house and several large structures 
within the former walled garden.  The house and the stables and coach house 
were listed at grade II in 1986.   

 
13. Hinxton Grange was inspected by members of the Cambridgeshire Gardens 

Trust as part of the production of a gazetteer of over 400 gardens that was first 
published in 2000.  The following description was given:   

 
“It stands on an elevated position and is approached by a long shady drive 
through an avenue of beech trees, its entrance lodge no longer existing. At the 

                                                
4 Original document lent by a member of the public who attended the exhibition on the proposed AgriTech 

development that took place in June/July 2016.  
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end of the avenue the drive passes through a small park with clumps of trees 
and some boundary planting. The pleasure grounds around the house consist 
of extensive lawns with an Italian formal garden and conservatory.  There were 
two vineries, a forcing house and a lean to fruit house in the walled garden to 
the east.  Today this is partly used by the farm owners for storage of 
machines.5”  

 
14. There were a number of equestrian-related uses of the estate in the 1990s, 

including a horse trials course around the park, and a covered schooling yard 
and dressage area was erected in the walled garden.  The estate was 
subdivided and sold in 2002 after which the buildings at New Farm were 
converted to residential uses.  The schooling yard in the walled garden was 
converted to a warehouse for Mighton Ltd in 2003 and continues in that use.   

 
 

Hinxton Grange and its designed landscape 
 
15. The present layout and character of the site are illustrated in the site 

photographs in figures 7 to 12. The plan in figure 5 identifies some of the key 
areas and characteristics of the designed landsape and the inset in figure 6 
gives more detail on the date of construction of the existing buildings.   

 
16. The drive along the avenue from the A1301 is no longer in use, and the access 

to the house is now reversed, using the former service and farm access road to 
the east, although the gatepiers and gates remain and allow an open view up 
the drive from the road, so its function remains legible.  The straight drive 
crosses the arable fields and the open aspect reinforces the landmark function 
of the beech avenue (the present open layout of the fields is that established at 
enclosure, so it is not the result of later field boundary loss).  Older maps show 
mixed planting along the avenue, but the existing trees are predominantly 
beech, all of similar age and now with some gaps.  Some localised replanting 
has taken place.  The transition to the enclosed park is marked by the wooded 
boundary, the change in tree species and the use of estate fencing on either 
side of the drive.  The house is not visible for most of the course of the drive, 
except for a central section across the parkland where the west front is revealed 
for a period before being obscured by the planting beds at the side of the lawns, 
and then appearing again in a very close view at the edge of the gardens.  The 
blind windows with pedimented surrounds of the side of the service range are 
designed to be seen in this view on the slope rising at the end of the drive. 

 
17. The square of the parkland is defined by the wooded boundaries that are 

continued east to obscure the ancillary walled garden and the farm buildings 
and extend up the hill to the high point at Round Plantation alongside the 
Roman road.  There is a difference in the character of the parkland between the 
land to the north of the drive where most of the tree clumps survive and the land 
to the south where more have been removed and which appears more open.  
Both areas are grazed and there are fences and some livestock shelters.  These 
are more evident to the south of the drive, where the paddocks and temporary 
fencing abut the meadows that form a transition to the more manicured lawns 
and the formal gardens closest to the house.  

 

                                                
5 The Gardens of Cambridgeshire, 2nd edition 2012, pg 97. 
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18. In addition to the glimpsed views towards the house. other views along the drive 
make use of the towers and the distinctive needle spires of the churches at 
Hinxton and Pampisford seen across the open fields, particularly at the point at 
the end of the avenue at the entrance to the parkland.  From the track at the 
north west corner of the park the hangars at IWM Duxford also appear as a 
landmark.  More negative views are of the buildings and lighting at the junction 
of the A505 and A1301. 

 
19. The historic buildings at Hinxton Grange consist of the main house, with 

attached walls of the courtyard and two ancillary buildings to the rear, and the 
separate coach house.  All are of simple classical design and the hierarchy 
within the building group is clear in the materials used; the pale local brick and 
stone dressings for the house and the knapped flint for the service buildings to 
the rear of the house and the coach house.  The modern stable yard to the east 
of the house consists of single storey timber looseboxes and a green 
corrugated shed.  The former walled garden survives to the east at some 
distance from the house and is occupied by a large warehouse building 
operated by Mighton Ltd.  Only the walls and the ruins of some of the buildings 
around the perimeter remain, largely obscured by vegetation.  Where visible they 
are constructed of red brick.  The New Farm and the cottages to the north have 
been converted to residential use, with some additional buildings including a 
recently completed stable block.  The lodge on the entrance from the A1301 no 
longer exists and this entrance is not in use, although the gatepiers and a set of 
decorative gates remain in place. 

 
20. Hinxton Grange and its designed landscape setting can be read together as a 

unified design of a formal country house of modest scale set within an intact 
designed landscape that gives visual evidence of the status of the house as the 
centre of the largest estate in the parish.  The designed setting therefore 
consists of several different elements; the beech avenue drive through cultivated 
fields from the road, the enclosed parkland and the gardens around the house, 
the ancillary and farm buildings outside the park boundary, and the more distant 
woodland rising to Round Plantation.  The house is set at the furthest point on 
the entrance drive to allow the long approach through the open fields of the 
agricultural estate that was the source of the wealth and local importance the 
new house was intended to display, and the siting make uses of the change in 
topography as the land rises.  The location of the ancillary buildings and the 
dominance by woodland to the east ensures that the house appears to stand 
alone within the landscape in all except very close views.  

 
21. The surrounding landscape of the very large post-enclosure fields either side of 

the beech avenue allows understanding of Hinxton Grange as a high status 
house set in open countryside, away from the older village centre.  The open 
fields also emphasise the landmark role of the trees along the drive.  The 
contrasting pasture of the parkland within the partially wooded boundaries has a 
very simple form, with no subdivisions, and no clearly secondary areas.  It now 
has a mature character, that is stronger to the north of the drive where the tree 
clumps largely survive intact.  Those changes that have occurred within the 
parkland are all minor and reversible; these are loss of some of the tree clumps 
to the south of the drive and the presence of fencing for paddocks and livestock 
shelters.  The only additional permanent building within the park is the 
agricultural building in the north east corner, near New Farm.  
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22. The designed views of the house within the park are principally along the drive, 
and are controlled by the tree and shrub planting to the immediate west of the 
house.  The single long distance designed view beyond the parkland is from the 
principal entrance front across the park, and beyond the fields flanking the 
entrance drive, to the borrowed landscape of the wider countryside.  This view 
is now more open because of the removal of some of the tree clumps within the 
park that framed the view.  The growth of vegetation to fill the more open 
boundaries originally on the west and south sides of the park is therefore 
counteracted by the more open aspect of the southern park.  In views from 
other locations along the drive the towers and spires of the churches at 
Pampisford and Hinxton appear as landmarks on the horizon.  In views from the 
wider landscape, generally the roads, the tall beech avenue is the identifying 
feature, as is the woodland of Round Plantation.   

 
 

Assessment of significance  
 
23. On a small scale the designed landscape at Hinxton Grange provides all the 

features and characteristics required for a house of this type according to by 
then well established conventions. The layout provides for seclusion and 
security away from the public road and the village, as well as for an element of 
display and allows the distant views of the formal house set on a rise.  The 
imposition of the ornamental landscape across the former open fields that were 
subject to very late enclosure illustrates the social and economic dominance of 
the parish by one landowner.  

 
24. The principal significance of the heritage assets at Hinxton Grange is the 

architectural and aesthetic value of the appearance, design qualities and 
materials of the house and coach house.  The siting, architectural form and the 
hierarchy of appearance and materials within and between the building group 
serve to emphasise the focal role of the house.  The coach house on the 
courtyard behind the house is listed for group value, and its status as the 
principal ancillary building is clear.  In the approach from the east on the former 
service drive the coach house is now the first sight of the historic building group 
beyond the modern stables yard.  The gardens are of contrasting character; on 
the western side the open aspect of the former carriage sweep and lawns, and 
on the south the more enclosed recently created formal garden with an 
earthwork boundary with the rising land to the south that allows a view of the 
whole building group.  The views across the parkland from the principal 
elevations of the house and towards the house from the avenue and drive are 
essential to the significance of the asset as part of the overall designed 
landscape.   

 
25. The avenue to the enclosed parkland within its agricultural estate no longer 

serves as the access from the  A1301, but the gates are extant and its purpose 
as part of the landscape remains legible.  It has a significant landmark role 
crossing the open fields that allow the house and its designed landscape to be 
read as set within, but distinct from, the agricultural estate.  The design 
intentions of the layout of the very simple form of the square of parkland with 
wooded boundaries and scattered clumps of trees, the deliberate separation of 
the ancillary and farm buildings, and the varied use made of views of the 
countryside outside the park visible in the different boundary treatments are all 
legible.   
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26. The heritage assets at Hinxton Grange are of high aesthetic and architectural 
value for the composition of house and its designed landscape and ancillary 
buildings and the lack of significant alteration or loss of features.  It also has 
historic, illustrative value for the distinctive local history of late enclosure and the 
creation of the new high status house by a locally dominant landowner.  The 
setting is of high value to the significance of the asset, as part of the integrated 
whole of the house and parkland set within the new enclosure landscape, laid 
out together over a short period and not subject to significant later alteration.  
The changes that have occurred (principally loss of trees) are minor and easily 
reversible.  

 
Figures  
Figure 1 Ordnance Survey First Series map 1836/56 
Figure 2 Ordnance Survey map dated 1886 
Figure 3 Hinxton Grange sales particulars 1884 
Figure 4 Ordnance Survey map dated 1949 
Figure 5 The designed landscape 
Figure 6 Building locations and origin 
Figures 7-12 Site photographs 
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Figure 1
Ordnance Survey First Series map 1836/1856
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Figure 2
Ordnance Survey: 1886
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Figure 3
Hinxton Grange estate, sales particulars 1884
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Figure 4
Ordnance Survey; 1949
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Figure 5
The designed landscape
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Figure 6
Building location and origin
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Figure 7
Photosheet 1 - Hinxton Grange

Clockwise from top left: Hinxton Grange 
viewed from the drive; the coachhouse, the 
sunken garden on the south, the principal 
elevation on the west



A Park for AgriTech, Hinxton
SmithsonHill Ltd.

© Terence O’Rourke Ltd 2016  

Hinxton Technical appendix D part 7
May 2017

Figure 8
Photosheet 2 - Designed view

Axial view to the west from Hinxton Grange framed by vegetation

IWM Duxford airfield The avenueHedgerow adjacent to A1301 
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Figure 9
Photosheet 3 - Parkland, north of avenue

View across the parkland to the north of the avenue

Agricultural buildingsTree belt on northern boundary of parkland
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Figure 10
Photosheet 4 - Parkland south of avenue

View across the parkland to the south of the avenue 

Edge of the garden of Hinxton Grange Vegetation on western boundary of parkland
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Figure 11
Photosheet 5 - The Drive
 

Clockwise from top left: The beech avenue 
from the A1301, the brief view of the 
entrance façade from the drive; the drive 
within the parkland, the close approach to 
the house
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Figure 12
Photosheet 6 - Avenue

View of the avenue




