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A LOCAL PROJECT WITH A
GLOBAL REACH
By 2050 global population will have grown
to nearly 10 billion people*, equivalent to
growth of 80 million per annum or 219,000
per day. UK population is predicted to
increase 15% by 2039, from 64.6 million in
2014 to 74.3 million (ONS, 2014).
As a result of this increased population and
changes in diet as people rise out of poverty global
food demand is predicted to increase by 60-100%
by 2050 with the greatest increase by 2035.
Mankind’s future ability to feed itself is
therefore in jeopardy due to intensifying pressures
on natural resources, mounting inequality, and the
fallout from a changing climate, farming and the
food chain already imposing large
environmental impacts:
•	
Using 70% of global freshwater abstractions;
and
•	Generating 21% of global greenhouse
emissions*
Maintaining yield growth is essential given
the need to increase food production without
compromising the environment, what is known as
‘sustainable intensification’.
In the UK this need has been further exacerbated
by the vote to leave the European Union, which
has resulted in increased costs for consumers
including amongst other things with respect to
food, imports making up about 40% of domestic
food consumption, a figure forecast to reach 50%
within a generation**.
The primary challenge is to produce more
with less.

*
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations - FAO, February 2017
Government Office for Science, 2017
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NEED FOR THE PROPOSALS
AgriTech is a key growth sector in the UK, seen
by government as central to the nations future
knowledge led growth. It can be broadly
defined as the enabling sector, which supports
agriculture and the food chain in tackling
global challenges including:
• Addressing hunger and malnutrition
• Using resources sustainably
• Promoting disease resistance
• Responding to climate change
•	Delivering healthy food which
supports well-being
In other words, the AgriTech sector develops
technologies which assist farmers and the
food chain to improve their performance,
thereby providing the keyset of technologies
which can help to address the challenge
of hunger by addressing the need for yield
growth, more efficient supply chains and less
waste.
The UK and East of England (EofE) is well
known for its world class research base
in the food and agriculture sector. It is
however widely recognised that it is poor at
translating its leadership in global research
into commercial outcomes, a failing that must
be urgently addressed if the UK is to become
more competitive in the global economy,
particularly in the context of Brexit. Currently
the UK is not translating its agricultural and
related science excellence sufficiently quickly
into commercial agricultural technologies to
fully exploit the potential market.

In line with its core objective to facilitate
initiatives that will create hubs for ground
breaking discoveries – bringing together and
encouraging interaction and the exchange of
knowledge, SmithsonHill’s (SSH) Vision is:
To create a globally significant park
for AgriTech that hosts a vibrant
community of commercial companies
to address agricultural productivity and
sustainability challenges.
SSH seek to realise this vision through the
proposals included as part of this outline
planning application. In addition to
compliance with the Strategic Economic Plan
(Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough
Local Enterprise Partnership, 2014), the
proposals have a clear synergy with and will
assist in delivering a number of government
priorities and key objectives of national
importance, including:
•	UK Strategy for Agricultural Technologies
(2013)
• Emerging UK Industrial Strategy
• Technology and Innovation Futures 2017
•	East of England Science and Innovation
Audit (September 2017)
•	Initiatives to adapt to the effects of climate
change and contribute towards the
government’s commitment to the Paris
Agreement
• The Clean Growth Strategy (October 2017)
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With respect specifically to the UK Strategy for
Agricultural Technologies, the development
will contribute significantly towards the UK
achieving its ambitions for the AgriTech sector
of using its science base to secure a larger share
of the growing AgriTech market globally. This in
turn will enhance the long-term prosperity and
standing of the UK post-Brexit.
It is within this context that the proposals for
the park for AgriTech resonate with current
global, national and regional priorities.

THE PROPOSALS
This outline planning application seeks
approval for the UK’s first bespoke technology
park for AgriTech, comprising flexible
employment space (up to 120,000 sqm gross
internal floorspace) within a rural campus
environment that will foster innovation and
convergence. Set within a low density parkland
environment, the main area of the park
extends to approximately 76 hectares, with a
central parkland area of 21ha to be subject to
a scheme of restoration and made open to the
local community along with a further 22ha of
open space within the main area of the park
itself. An additional 5ha of public open space
is proposed outside the main park, including
a linear park providing enhanced access to
Whittlesford Parkway station via a new foot /
cycle / equestrian bridge over the A505 and bus
/ cycle interchange.
The site is ideally located at the heart of
a geographic area including all the key
components to deliver growth in the
AgriTech sector. At the centre of the existing
agglomeration of internationally renowned
science parks south east of Cambridge (the
‘south east Cambridge cluster’) the location also
offers a significant opportunity to help bring
together companies to work on the overlaps
between the life sciences and AgriTech sectors.
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Through provision of office, laboratory, and
workshop space and central facilities (for use by
employees and the local community) alongside
demonstration plots and field trial facilities, the
park will provide the optimum environment to
help companies develop, commercialise and
market new agricultural technologies.
The development is in accordance with the
adopted and emerging development plan and
represents sustainable development in
all respects. Indeed, in the context of the
UN General Assembly formal definition of
sustainable development, not only will the
development not compromise the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs,
it will also positively assist them to meet
those needs.

THE BENEFITS
The proposals will result in a myriad of
economic, social and environmental benefits,
both the positive impacts of new technologies
developed on site in a national and global
context, including the UK’s ability to be more
self-sufficient and competitive, but also the
extensive infrastructure the scheme will
deliver through direct investment. This is
summarised below:

ECONOMIC
•	Creation of around 200 jobs per year
during construction
•	Direct creation of up to 4,000 full time
equivalent (FTE) jobs on site once fully
operational, with a transformative effect
on employment in AgriTech within
South Cambridgeshire
•	On site and wider job creation estimated
to increase regional GVA by around
£277m per annum by 2030, and a
7% increase in employment in the
agricultural technology sector at
UK level
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•	
New inward investment into the UK
and the region, encouraging growth in
the UK’s science and technology based
industries
•	Significant potential for export of new
technologies
•

 educed need for imports resulting
R
from increases in productivity of UK
agriculture from implementation of the
new technologies developed at the park

SOCIAL
•	Significant green infrastructure
including public access to 48 ha of
open space, facilities on site and a
network of multi-user (foot / cycle /
equestrian) routes to encourage healthy
lifestyles
•	Significant investment in local
infrastructure (highways and utilities, in
particular the electricity network)
•

 nhanced access across A505 / A1301
E
and to Whittlesford Parkway from
Hinxton, Sawston and Pampisford by
non car modes, including a foot / cycle /
equestrian bridge over the A505

•	
Promoting more sustainable transport
choices, accessibility to jobs by public
transport, walking and cycling

ENVIRONMENTAL
•	Assist in securing UK’s long term role
in achieving the global challenge of
meeting the growing demand for food
in a sustainable manner
•	
Sustainability at the heart of the
development at a site wide, on plot and
individual building basis
•

Restoration of historic parkland

•	Significant archaeological investigation
of sites that would otherwise lie
undiscovered
•

 cological enhancements to improve
E
biodiversity

•

 ong term stewardship / tenancies
L
of agricultural land contribution to
improved soil quality

•	Assist in reducing existing off site
surface water runoff / flooding
These benefits constitute significant material
considerations to outweigh any perceived
conflict with the development plan, and
contribute to the very special circumstances
which justify any limited harm to the Green
Belt, by reason of inappropriateness, resulting
from the proposed access enhancement works
to Whittlesford Parkway and its immediate
surroundings.

•	Fulfilling a need for investment in and
space for companies developing and
testing new commercial technologies
to benefit farmers and food chain
companies
•	Potential for local farmers to benefit
from long leases on their land for crop
trials and safeguarding the local area
for agriculture
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CONCLUSION
It is concluded that this is a rare
opportunity to achieve economically
beneficial development of national
significance, and that any delay in
granting consent would only defer
the development of solutions to
the global challenges outlined,
with a consequential impact on the
environment and economy when
compared to a do nothing scenario. The
benefits and investment opportunities
which the development will realise at a
local, regional, national and global level
can only be secured through the grant of
planning permission.
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Illustrative masterplan
1

Bus / cycle interchange (400m to
Whittlesford Parkway)

2

Access from A505 and access
from A1301

3

Improvements to A1301 / A505
‘McDonald’s’ roundabout

4

Foot / cycle / equestrian route
(4m wide) connecting site to
Whittlesford Parkway (5 minute
cycle / 20 minute walk) and north
to Sawston

5

Foot / cycle / equestrian bridge over
A1301 / A505

6

Foot / cycle / equestrian bridge over
River Cam

7

Signalised crossings over A1301

8

Car parking (including 40% electric
vehicle charging points)

9

Shuttle bus service to Whittlesford
Parkway via bus / cycle interchange

10

Natural swimming pond

11

Linear park alongside A1301
(25m to 70m wide)

12

Principal squares

13

Restoration and enhancements to
historic parkland

14

Earth mounds with native
woodland planting

15

Crop trials / demonstration plots /
farming

16

Running route

17

New primary electricity sub-station

18

Existing gas main

19

Existing Cambridge water pumping
station
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